
Glossary

	Term
	Definition

	Aims
	High-level, strategic objectives.

	Appraisal
	A review of proposals for a piece of work, prior to its being started, when deciding whether or not to proceed.

	Capacity/capability maintenance
	Maintaining sufficient capacity / capability in a department to ensure that the department’s science needs can be adequately addressed.

	Chief Scientific Adviser (CSA)
	The person accountable to the Secretary of State and Ministers for science procurement and advice within a department.

	Evaluation
	An independent, constructive analysis of the impact, efficiency and appropriateness of a policy, programme or other activity: in most cases ex-post, i.e. after completion.

	Horizon scanning
	The systematic examination of potential threats, opportunities and likely future developments, which are at the margins of current thinking and planning. Horizon scanning may explore novel and unexpected issues, as well as persistent problems or trends. Overall, horizon scanning is intended to improve the robustness of policies and the evidence base.

	Knowledge transfer
	The processes by which knowledge and ideas move from the source of knowledge / science to other [potential] users of that knowledge.

	Monitoring
	Assessment / management of a piece of work while it is being done.

	Outcome
	What happens as a result of a piece of work, e.g. economic or social benefits to the UK.

	Output
	The product(s) of a piece of work, e.g. reports.

	Peer review
	Assessment of research proposals and outputs by peers.

	Policy
	The translation of government’s political priorities and principles into programmes and courses of action to deliver desired change (including regulation).

	Policy-maker
	A person or organisation charged with assisting a decision-taker in reaching a decision by providing policy analysis, generating policy options, or by conducting a risk assessment.


	Project
	A single, self-contained piece of work with fixed timescale and dedicated budget.

	Programme
	A set of organised but often varied activities (projects, measures or processes), directed towards the achievement of specific operational objectives.

	Rationale
	The reasons for supporting an activity, e.g. expected social or economic benefits.

	Research
	Systematic study directed towards fuller scientific knowledge or understanding of the subject studied.

	Science
	For the purposes of this Review, 'science' encompasses all branches of science including social and natural sciences, research, data collection, and monitoring.

Natural Science: deals with the physical world, e.g. physics, chemistry, geology, biology.

Social Science: deals with the study of society in general, the factors motivating the behaviour of humans within that society, and the results of such behaviour, e.g. economics, psychology and sociology.

	Stakeholder
	A person or organisation representing the interests and opinions of a group with an interest in the outcome of the review or policy decision.

	Targets
	Activities (usually measurable) whose achievement will indicate that objectives are being met.
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