	


	


	Energy Group[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image1.png]DEPARTMENT FOR BUSINESS
ENTERPRISE & REGULATORY REFORM






	
	
	


August 2007

Dear Colleagues,
Transmission Access Review (TAR) – stakeholder event
As announced in the Energy White Paper 2007, Ofgem and the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR) are initiating a review of the framework for access to the GB electricity transmission system.  The purpose of this letter is to draw the industry’s attention to the TAR project, the documents that have already been published, and to invite interested parties to a stakeholder event on 18 September 2007.
The purpose of the review is to explore a range of issues associated with the technical, commercial and regulatory arrangements, in order to help support the delivery of the government’s aspiration of 20 per cent of electricity supplied by 2020.  We consider that the review is timely as developers are facing increasing difficulty in connecting to the transmission system.  This is a result, not only of delays in building infrastructure, but also industry rules that do not offer sufficiently flexible, bankable access products to allow developers to commission and operate with a less firm connection offer.  Whilst there have been attempts by the industry to find a solution, the problems with the existing regime largely remain.
Ofgem and BERR jointly announced the beginning of TAR in our open letter on 26 July 2007
, which set out the terms of reference of the review, and the high level deliverables.  More recently we published our first consultation document for TAR on 16 August 2007, entitled “Transmission Access Review – A Call for Evidence for a Review of Transmission Access”
, which sets out a range of possible models for reforming the transmission access arrangements, and requests views from the industry.  This consultation is set to close on 27 September 2007.

We are committed to engaging with industry on issues being looked at by TAR via a combination of workgroups and consultation documents, and consider that ongoing involvement from the industry is vital in creating momentum to improve the current transmission access arrangements.  The initial stakeholder event, which will focus on the Call for Evidence, will take place on 18 September 2007 in the BERR Conference Centre.  If you are interested in attending this event please email transmissionaccessreview@ofgem.gov.uk.
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Contacts for further information:

BERR: 
Phil Hicken 02072153936, phil.hicken@berr.gsi.gov.uk

Ofgem: 
David Hunt 02079017429, David.Hunt@ofgem.gov.uk

� Which can be found on both BERR and Ofgem’s websites at � HYPERLINK "http://www.berr.gov.uk" ��www.berr.gov.uk� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofgem.gov.uk" ��www.ofgem.gov.uk� respectively.


� Also available at BERR and Ofgem’s websites.
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