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Database News
Thank you
Thank you for taking part in recent Government consultations since the last newsletter. 
Your contributions ensure that Government ‘thinks small first’ when it develops new regulations and you get to ‘have your say’ at the early stages of policy development.
Having Your Say
Since the last newsletter you have helped many Government Departments to ‘think small first’ on proposed regulations. Here are just a few examples of areas you have contributed to since the last newsletter. 
· The Department of Trade & Industry (DTI) - Simplifying Business Support. This initial pre-consultation sought the views of Trade Association members on the database. The consultation has now been developed and the full details are on page 6.  
· The Environmental Services Association (ESA) and the Environment Agency (EA) held a seminar for small businesses to provide an opportunity to help develop “Standard Permits” and associated “General Binding Rules” which are being introduced under the Environmental Permitting Programme (EPP). 
· Food Standards Agency (FSA) - The Draft Official Feed and Food Controls (England) Regulations 2007 Consultation. 
· Food Standards Agency (FSA) - Consultation on European Commission Regulation (EC) 852/2004. This will affect many small food businesses with less than ten employees by simplifying the hygiene requirements with which these businesses must comply. 
· HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) - Have your say on "Authorised Economic Operator" (AEO).  HMRC were looking for small businesses to assist in piloting the completion of the application pack which is a certificated standard that businesses involved in the movement of goods, between the EU and third countries,  may apply for. 

Other News
Machinery of Government Changes - Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR).
This new Department leads the work across Government to create the conditions for business success through competitive and flexible markets that generate value for businesses, consumers and employees.  It drives regulatory reform, and works with other Departments and with the regions to raise levels of UK productivity.

The Department brings together functions from the former Department of Trade and Industry, including responsibilities for productivity, business relations, energy, competition and consumers, with the Better Regulation Executive (BRE), previously part of the Cabinet Office.  The Department leads on making sustainable improvements in the economic performance of the regions. It is jointly responsible, with Department for International Development (DFID) and the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) respectively, for trade policy; and trade promotion and inward investment.

The Department is headed by John Hutton, the first Secretary of State for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, who was previously Secretary of State for Work and Pensions. He will provide a strong voice for business and regulatory reform at Cabinet.
The link below will take you to the website of the new Department:
http://www.berr.gov.uk/
New Small Firms Minister - Rt Hon Stephen Timms MP.
Stephen Timms was appointed Minister of State in the Department for Business, Enterprise & Regulatory Reform (BERR) in June 2007 after serving as Chief Secretary to the Treasury.  His previous Ministerial positions include Minister for Pensions Reform in the Department for Work and Pensions, Financial Secretary to the Treasury; Minister for e-Commerce and Competitiveness and Minister of State for Energy, e-Commerce and Postal Services in the Department for Trade and Industry; Minister of State for School Standards; and Minister of State and Parliamentary Under Secretary in the Department for Social Security. Stephen entered Parliament in 1994 as MP for Newham North East, and has been MP for East Ham since 1997.

New European Commission SME portal.
The European Commission's new SME portal is now on-line. The new portal will make it easier for Europe's 25 million small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to find on-line information on EU actions, by providing SMEs with a single access point to all relevant initiatives. Previously dispersed according to policy areas, information can now be found under themes relevant to business – such as access to finance, Single Market rules and reaching new markets.

As well as explaining the Commission's policy for SMEs and entrepreneurship, the portal also makes it easier for enterprises to find face-to-face support services and on-line aids. To help individual SMEs identify which EU funding programmes are most relevant to their situation, a dedicated tool on funding opportunities has also been integrated into the portal. 

To view the portal visit: 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sme/index_en.htm 

Pensions - “Personal Accounts: a new way to save, a summary of responses to the consultation”.
The White Paper, Personal Accounts: a new way to save sets out proposals for the next stage of long-term pension reform in Britain. Supported by matching employ​er contributions, tax relief and automatic enrolment, the new sy​stem of Personal Accounts will help many more people to start saving for their retirement. The responses to the White Paper highlighted the consensus behind the need to introduce Personal Accounts. The message across the spectrum of stakeholders that responded is that they​ support both the need for reform and the approach to its delivery​. 

To view the paper visit:

http://trc1.emv2.com/I?a=A9X7Cqnkdfb88TNenKKAhQXi,w
A framework for the provision of mandatory food information and labelling requirements for food sold loose.

The Food Standards Agency’s Board considered consumer information needs in relation to foods sold loose, i.e. not pre-packed such as in delicatessen counters, markets and catering establishments. With certain exceptions, these are currently not required to display the labelling information that pre-packed foods are subject to. The Board agreed to retain the status quo but asked the Executive to consult on the suggestion of applying a 'best practice' approach to providing information for such foods.
To view the paper visit:

http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/ukwideconsults/2007/loosefoodlabelling
UK National Food Labelling Provisions

The Food Standards Agency (FSA) has identified a number of provisions in the Food Labelling Regulations (FLR), which do not have a basis in European legislation. The only way to keep these provisions in force legally would be to have them included within the forthcoming EU legislation. The UK must therefore decide which, if any, of these food-labelling provisions it wishes to negotiate the retention of in Brussels.
The objective of this consultation is to set out the issues as they are currently understood and obtain your views on the potential impact of the lapsing of these provisions. Information obtained will inform Government’s thinking and the development of policy, which will in turn form the basis of negotiations in Brussels.

To view the consultation paper visit:

http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/ukwideconsults/2007/uklabelling2007
Effective Consultation: asking the right questions, asking the right people, listening to the answers

Government has launched its review of its consultation policy: “Effective Consultation: asking the right questions, asking the right people, listening to the answers”. This document forms the centre piece of the Better Regulation Executive’s (BRE) review of central government consultation policy.

The consultation is aimed at anyone with an interest in responding to government consultation exercises. These might include business organisations, voluntary and charitable sector organisations, campaigning bodies, trades unions, citizens, etc.

BRE wants to hear your views on how central Government departments and their agencies currently consult, how their consultations can be improved; and how Government policy on consultation could bring about these improvements.

To view the consultation paper visit: 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation/current/index.asp
Simplifying Business Support

Government wants to simplify business support in England from around 3000 schemes to no more than 100 by 2010. It wants to make sure business support funded by Government is simple for business to access, has a real impact on public policy goals and represents value for money.

The previous Chancellor made a commitment to consult in his 2007 Budget and this consultation outlines and seeks views on the business support government might fund in the future. It sets out the role of Business Link as the primary route to publicly-funded business support and seeks views on how Business Link can be developed to play this role. Finally, it seeks views on how to avoid business support schemes proliferating again once they have been simplified.

The consultation is aimed at business (including social enterprises) and their representatives; local authorities and other public sector organisations involved in business support; and private, public and third sector organisations that are contracted to provide publicly funded support to business.

To view the consultation paper visit: 

http://www.berr.gov.uk/consultations/page40113.html
Raising the minimum legal age for tobacco sales - The Children and Young Persons (Sale of Tobacco etc.) Order 2007

From 1 October 2007 cigarettes, cigarette papers or any other tobacco products cannot be sold to anyone younger than 18. To comply with the law, retailers must replace 16 with 18 in the signs in their premises and on vending machines. The new signs must therefore display:
· In retail premises: "It is illegal to sell tobacco products to anyone under the age of 18". 

· On vending machines: "This machine is only for the use of people aged 18 or over" 

To aid compliance with the law, retailers should ask young people who try to buy cigarettes or other tobacco products for proof of age - eg a photo driving licence, passport or card issued under PASS, the national proof-of-age standards scheme and make sure that employees are trained in, and comply with, the under-age sale law. Find the latest policy and guidance on tobacco on the Department of Health Website:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Policyandguidance/Healthandsocialcaretopics/Tobacco/index.htm
New rules for the disposal of waste to landfill sites - The Landfill Directive - 1999/31/EC
From 30 October 2007, any non-hazardous waste that you send to landfill must be treated in-house or elsewhere before it can be landfilled. This requirement already applies to hazardous waste. Liquid wastes will be banned from landfill.

Non-hazardous solid waste includes household and builders' skip waste, soil and rubble. Small amounts of liquid will be allowed to be present in a generally solid waste. This could be from milk or juice cartons in household waste or rainwater that has fallen in the waste container. If the free-draining liquid exceeds 10 per cent of the load volume, you will have to divert it for liquid waste disposal. You could do so by discharging the liquid to a sewer or applying a biological or thermal treatment to it.

For further information go to:

http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/GEHO0507BMQM-e-e.pdf
June 2007 update on chemical contaminants

This update contains information on ongoing and forthcoming issues relating to agricultural contaminants in food and the recently concluded first session of Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods.

For more information visit:

http://www.food.gov.uk/foodindustry/regulation/europeleg/euupdates/june07chemupdateec
European Small Claims Procedure finalised
The European Small Claims Procedure was adopted by the Council of Ministers on 13 June and is due to enter force in January 2009. This procedure aims to simplify, speed up and reduce the costs of litigation concerning small claims and will be available as an alternative to existing national procedures. The procedure will apply in civil and commercial matters for claims up to €2000. It simplifies claims through the introduction of standard forms and time limits for both the parties involved in the claim and the courts. Parties will not be obliged to be represented by a lawyer or another legal professional and the provision of a financial security shall not be required. 

For more information visit:

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l33212.htm
The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) – a Consultation

The QCA are currently consulting on revised subject criteria for GCSEs, including GCSEs in business related subjects. GCSE subject criteria set out the knowledge, understanding, skills and assessment objectives common to all GCSE specifications in business and business-related subjects. They provide the framework within which an awarding body creates the detail of the specification. 

Revised GCSE qualification and subject criteria in business related subjects are now out to consultation and can be downloaded via the following link: 

http://www.qca.org.uk/libraryAssets/media/qca-07-3139_business_draft_GCSE_crit.pdf



A difference worth highlighting is the inclusion, for the first time, of the motivations for social enterprise in the draft criteria. 
Send comments in writing to:

The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority, 
83 Piccadilly
London. W1J 8QA.

A Framework for Fairness Consultation Event – 24 July 2007

The Communities and Local Government Department are holding a general awareness-raising event on the consultation “A Framework for Fairness: Proposals for a Single Equality Bill for Great Britain” arising from the Discrimination Law Review specifically for Business. This event will be held in London on 24 July 2007 and starts at 1.30pm (finish approx 4pm) at the Royal National Hotel (Tudor Suite), Bedford Way, London, WC1.
This event is designed to present a general overview of the issues raised in the consultation document and to encourage stakeholders to respond. This will specifically focus on the issues raised in the consultation paper that will impact on business. 

To see the full consultation document visit:

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1511245
To Register please e-mail Anna.Banton@communities.gsi.gov.uk or call:

020 7944 0629. There is limited space so places will be on a first come first served basis.

Energy Billing and Metering – Changing Customer Behaviour

The Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR) will publish a consultation on energy billing and metering by early August. This will seek views on proposed measures which aim to raise awareness of energy use and reduce consumption.  The measures require: 

· the provision of historical consumption data on bills for domestic gas and electricity customers; 

· the provision by electricity suppliers of real-time displays in certain circumstances; and 

· the installation of smart meters in certain parts of the SME sector.    

Views will also be invited on the expectation of a wider roll-out of smart meters to gas and electricity customers over the next ten years. The Government would welcome the views of small businesses on the proposals. 
The consultation will be available from: www.berr.gov.uk/consultations/index.html 
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