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Subject:Science review of the HSE

You asked for comments on the Science review prior to your panel meeting this month.

By and large the TUC thinks that the research conducted by the HSE, and in particular the HSL, is excellent. The HSE has, for many years been seen as a world leader in this field.

We do believe that where work is done by organisations other that HSL, there is a tendency to use the same people rather than spread the work around. A more transparent commissioning process might help prevent this.

It is unclear how narrow the review will be and whether it is looking at all research, including social science research, but there does seem to have been a move away from more detailed quantitative research, towards research based on much smaller groups. This means that the quality of some recent research reports has not been of the quality that has previously been seen by the HSE.

We would also suggest the Commissioning and funding process means that projects have to fit into one of the specific strands of the HSC/Es strategic programme. While that is as it should be, the problem is where a proposal covers more than one of the priority programmes. There does not seem to be an easy procedure for funding wider research that covers several budget holders.

The HSE does make research freely available to the web and this is easily accessible, however the TUC would be critical of the length of time that it often takes to publish a report after completion.

I hope these comments are of use.

Hugh Robertson

Senior Health & Safety Officer,

TUC

020 7467 1276 (office)

07785572599 (mobile)
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