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22nd  February 2005

Ms Liz Cooper

Science Review Team

Office of Science and Technology

Bay 307

1 Victoria Street

London  SW1H 0ET

Dear Ms Cooper

RE:  SCIENCE REVIEW OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE

Thank you for involving FDF in the review of the quality, management and use of science in the HSE. 

There are clearly resource issues at HSE which impact on the application of ‘science’ to the regulatory process: - 

· It appears to us that experienced inspectors leaving the HSE are not being replaced at the same level in terms of industry knowledge and experience and in some instances, there appears to be a lack of basic scientific knowledge. 

· The profile of the HSE inspector has changed and although there are ‘bright’ young science graduates in HSE’s ranks, they may not always have the maturity or experience to apply their knowledge properly to the food and drink environment.  

· In some cases, it appears there may be retention problems with graduates, whereby those with greater ambition and potential opt out to pursue a career in industry, after basic training and minimal experience with HSE.   

It is considered that HSE do a good job in the way they publish the findings of scientifically based research and enquires debate their findings openly and willingly transfer scientific knowledge to industry as required. However, it is felt that the research itself is sometimes progressed by consultants who do not have practical knowledge and experience of the industry. Finally, if as sometimes appears to happen, industry’s experience is not taken into account, opportunities for influencing the outcome of the research are somewhat limited.   

I hope these comments are helpful, however, if you should need any further input, please do no hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

MONICA WHITEFIELD

Senior HR Manager
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