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Science Review of the Health and Safety Executive
The Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA) was established in November 1996 to represent the interests of civil engineering contractors registered in the UK as well as to provide a full range of services to members.  CECA endeavours to promote the positive contribution that the civil engineering industry makes to the wealth and well being of the nation. The industry is an integral part of the economy and provides the necessary transport and other infrastructure necessary for the civilised standards that are expected in today's society.  CECA's current membership is in excess of 320 civil engineering companies which range in size from large and well known national names to the medium and smaller sized company which may operate at a more regional level.

On consulting CECA members on this subject it was enlightening to know that very little is known by our members of the interface of the HSE and “science”.  It seems that when approached there is often little help or interest shown by HSE of technically based issues unless they are of a generic nature.  For instance one company had a spate of tarmac cutters and breaker points snapping during normal use and found getting an unbiased technical opinion very difficult.  The HSE appeared to be fairly disinterested even though the company had two RIDDOR injuries as a result.  The company engaged  a university to carry out a metallurgy test which left them no wiser.  The company eventually produced a safety alert concerning the issue.  This same company also recalls that some time ago some pre-cast concrete culvert lifting accessories failed during legitimate use.  After submitting the issue to the HSE nothing further was heard.

CECA members have described a need for knowing the science that backs up the use of statistics which inform HSE as to the areas of concern, especially with respect to health issues such as Work Related Upper Limb Disorder, Hand Arm Vibration Syndrome, etc.  This begs the question as to what use the HSE has engaged the OST to quantify scientifically its own risk assessment of UKplc to support its actions and interventions.  There is also a question mark raised with respect to whether the fatality rate is a proper scientific measure to determine its course of actions.

A suggestion has been put forward that the OST might carry out an “horizon scan” which could assist the HSE in the delivery of the “Revitalising Health and Safety Strategy”.

It is hoped that these views are of some help to you.  If you wish to discuss matters further then please contact John Wilson in the first instance on telephone number 020 7227 4620, by fax 020 7227 4621 or email johnwilson@ceca.co.uk.
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