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Dear Ms Cooper,

Science Review of the Health and Safety Executive
I have not personally been involved in the commissioning or delivery of research conducted here for the Health and Safety Executive in my role as Safety Officer for the Institute.  But I have been nominated to collate the responses of three members of our research staff in reply to your request for contributions for your review.  

Institute Background

We are the only research centre in the UK dedicated to the application of engineering and physical sciences to a wide range of biological systems and processes, including applications in the agricultural, environmental, horticultural, food and healthcare industries.

So far I have received only a limited response to my request for information.

Dr Jeff Lines completed a contract in 2000 on whole body vibration, his comments address only points 4, 5 and 7 of the review.

Topic 4.

At the time I dealt with them I found HSE to be interested in the current scientific debate.  Being unconvinced by the way the EC was handling aspects of vibration measurement they commissioned research from myself and others to get independent views and to develop understanding further. The management of this research was quite good focusing not just on the usual administrative aspects but actually on the findings.

Topic 5.

The remit of the research was reviewed at progress meetings to ensure that the final report was focused into areas which were being found to be of interest.

Topic 7.

I don’t know how they used the results of the research once it had been published because I left the field at that stage.

Reference.

Lines J A & Stayner R M (2000) 

Ride vibration: reduction of shocks arising from overtravel of seat suspensions. HSE Contract Research Report 240/2000 (ISBN 0 7176 2490 0).

Professor Christopher Wathes, Director of Science, made the following comments on HSE commissioned research.

My personal opinion is that HSE identifies its scientific priorities well, procures research efficiently, pays a fair price for research, employs the output of research well within its organisation.

My only criticism is that HSE relies heavily upon its own publication of reports from research it has sponsored; I should much rather their research findings were reported through the normal channel of a peer reviewed journal.

Dr Andrew Scarlett had hoped to submit something on the work he has done for HSE but has been at an overseas meeting this week.  I hoped that he would be able to e-mail me something for today but nothing has arrived.
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Yours sincerely,

Richard Darby BSc, MIOSH,RSP

Safety Officer.

