
Annexes 4 to 8 - Introduction to 
Case Studies

Purpose of the Case Studies
1.
Consultation with stakeholders (see Annexes 1 and 2) and with senior Defra staff (see Annex 3) generated a lot of evidence on how Defra science operates with regard to OSI’s ten review criteria. The purpose of the case studies has been to provide detailed examples of evidence to confirm (or contradict) the issues that the overall evidence for the review had raised. 

Selection of Case Study Topics

2.
In establishing the review process in discussion with departments, it has been agreed that criteria which Steering Panels should bear in mind when selecting case study topics include:

· reflecting the range of a given department’s areas of interest;

· topics where a review is likely to add value, for example areas:

· which have not been subject to recent independent review by others;

· which are likely to need continued research effort in future;

· where science has made an important contribution or might be expected to do so;

· where a significant proportion of a department’s science budget has been, is being, or is likely to be spent;

· where the wider issues and conclusions are likely to be applicable to other areas / departments;

· areas where other, external reviews are in progress, or planned in the near future.

3.
The case studies need not necessarily be chosen as being ‘typical’ policy issues, nor a ‘representative sample’ of them. Any one case is likely to contain examples of both good practice and problems to avoid in future. 

4.
For Defra, it was clearly impossible to do justice to more than a small proportion of the department’s remit. However, as Panel members commented:

· the case studies needed to be quite tightly defined to be worthwhile; and

· topics should aim to include between them:

· environmental (ex-DETR) and agricultural (ex-MAFF) issues;

· urban and rural themes; and

· examples where social as well as natural sciences are important.

5.
Bearing these criteria in mind, it was agreed with the Panel that the review would look at the following topics:

· Anti-microbial resistance

· Sustainable agriculture

· Soil

· Air quality

· Radioactive waste

Conduct of the Case Studies

6.
In their respective areas of expertise, individual Steering Panel members were invited to oversee and advise on the work of the review team in conducting and reporting each of these case studies, the findings of which are presented in Annexes 4 to 8.

7.
The material presented in Annexes 4 to 8 is based on documentary evidence, interviews and discussions with: Defra staff, science contractors and other stakeholders and lead Panel members.
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� Though it is recognised that the cost of a programme is not necessarily proportional to its importance.


� Depending on the other reviews’ remit and timing, this could either be a reason for the SR team working jointly with another group on that topic; or it could be a reason for the science review not covering the topic.
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