Minutes of the UK Innovation Survey 2007 

Project Board Meeting

7 March 2006

Present:
Mark Beatson (Chair)

DTI




Ray Lambert


DTI



Stephanie Robson

DTI



Laurent Ortmans

DTI

Tim Goodship


DTI

Adam Al-Nuaimi

NAW



Jane Lloyd-Bowen

ONS



Mark Pollard


ONS



Bruce Tether


Manchester University

Apologies:
 Bill shuttle

Main points for action

1. Previous actions update. ONS 

2. Revised PID. The survey will be referred to as UK Innovation Survey 2007, the year the survey goes out. Mark Pollard raised the issue of non-response analysis and the board agreed this may include a non-response survey depending on the analysis results. The PID has been revised. ONS agreed to the 50% target response rate although would try to exceed it if possible. ONS gave an estimate of £400K for carrying out the survey. Stephanie Robson asked for documentation costs to be included in the ONS costing. ONS confirmed that it would. The reference period was again discussed  and it was confirmed a 2 year time period would be the UK starting position in Eurostat Task Force discussions. Mark Beatson highlighted the need for more detailed timing of questionnaire development to enable printing by October. ONS informed the board that their methodology unit would require 62 days to undertake the work. On the issue date of the 2007 survey, ONS expressed a preference for end of February. DTI expressed concern as the survey would be out before the end of the financial year on which  information was being requested. Mark Beatson asked ONS to come back with other options and advice. 

Action: Stephanie to prepare final PID for sign off at next Board meeting.

Action: ONS to provide written cost estimates including detailed documentation required for the data archive.

Action: ONS to provide DTI with options and advice on dates for survey issue

Action: Stephanie to prepare note on UK observation period for Eurostat

3. Eurostat Task force meeting. Mark Pollard gave the board an update of the February meeting, in particular the use of CIS for populating the Eurostat  innovation scoreboard and Mark Beatson warned the board of the potential for inappropriate variables to be included in CIS for that purpose. Tim Goodship pointed out the scoreboard was deficient in many respects and doesn’t enable US comparison which was of most interest to policy teams.

4. Voluntary Vs Statutory Survey. Mark Pollard briefly covered the benefits of a Statutory survey and possible improvements for voluntary survey such as issue of reminders and a proper non-response analysis to determine bias (included in revised PID for CIS 5 and forms part of the analysis and dissemination of CIS 4). It was agreed that it would not be an issue for the next survey but something to consider for UK Innovation Survey 2009. 

Action: ONS to inform board on whether restrictions apply to content/type of questions in a Statutory Survey

5. Stakeholder Consultation. Ray Lambert identified two choices. Either replicate the Innovation Survey 2005 or go for just core data to meet regulations plus questions of our choosing. Laurent Ortmans gave a brief presentation on response rates and a comparison with CIS3. Mark Pollard pointed out it may be worth making it clear that respondents would need to pass the survey around the enterprise if a wide range of issues were being covered. Possible questions would include  how many people and job title of those completing the questionnaire. Bruce Tether expressed interest in some behavioural/strategic  type questions such as Firm’s growth ambitions. Mark Pollard informed board that ONS would need draft survey by July to enable reasonable testing. It was agreed a paper would go out by Easter with 3 weeks consultation period.

Action: DTI to produce an options paper of either CIS4 tweaked or potential list of questions for dropping/inclusion and circulate end April

Action: ONS to provide definitive dates re cognitive testing

6. CIS 4 Dissemination. The planned launch event on 3rd July was briefly discussed. Mark Pollard suggested inviting senior ONS officials to the launch and Ray Lambert mentioned it could be a joint DTI/ONS event . ON provision of micro data to EStat. Mark Pollard thought the current view was not to supply micro data and the board agreed that this should be the UK position. 

Action: ONS to provide costing for respondents report

Action: ONS to ask senior official along to the launch

Action: ONS to check ONS view on supply of micro data to EuroStat
Action: Ray Lambert to look at hosts for launch event

7. The next Project Board meeting is planned for Wednesday 14th June. 
