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NEWS RELEASE





Reference  P/2003/417
Date 22 July 2003
LORD SAINSBURY ANNOUNCES OUTCOME OF COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY REVIEW

Lord Sainsbury today announced the outcome of the Government review of the advisory Council on Science and Technology (CST).

The review’s conclusions include that:

· Government continues to need independent external advice on policy for science, engineering and technology;  

· CST’s terms of reference should be redrafted to make clearer its role in relation to Government priorities;

· CST’s organisation and ways of working should be revised to enable it to advise Government more effectively.

Lord Sainsbury said:

“Science, engineering and technology are key to our future well-being and prosperity.  Enhancing the research base, and strengthening the links in the innovation cycle are Government priorities.  The science budget in the UK is now rising by 10% per annum in real terms.  At the same time, we are bringing universities and business closer together and providing researchers with the skills and incentives to take their ideas to market.  We are also developing new ways of engaging the public with science in order to develop a confident relationship between science and UK society.  

“CST’s role is more important than ever as the Government moves to make the UK a world leader in the knowledge based economy.  The review that has just been completed has provided an excellent opportunity to reshape CST’s terms of reference, organisation and ways of working to ensure that they are well-tuned to the UK’s current needs.

“I am grateful to all those who contributed to this quinquennial review, in particular the reviewer, Council members and the review Steering Group.”

The Council for Science and Technology’s role is to provide the Prime Minister with advice on medium to long-term issues of strategic importance to policy.    Within the last five years it has provided valuable advice on technology in the UK, on science teaching and other matters, and this is reflected in policies now being implemented.

In response to the review, the Government has decided that CST’s terms of reference should be redrafted to make clearer the broad, crosscutting nature of its work.  CST’s new terms of reference are:

To advise the Prime Minister on the strategic policies and framework for:

· sustaining and developing science, engineering and technology (SET) in the UK, and promoting international co-operation in SET;

· fostering the practice and perception of science, engineering and technology as an integral part of the culture of the UK;

· promoting excellence in SET education;

· making more effective use of research and scientific advice in the development and delivery of policy and public services across Government; and  

· promoting SET-based innovation in business and the public services to promote the sustainable development of  the UK economy,  the health and quality of life of UK citizens, and global sustainable development. 
The Council will work on cross-cutting issues of strategic importance, taking a medium to longer term approach.   In developing its advice it will take into account the cultural, economic, environmental, ethical and social context of developments in SET.

CST will continue to report to the Prime Minister.  But to make it clearer that its work is important across Government it will no longer be chaired by a Minister from one Government Department.  Instead it will be jointly chaired by the Government’s Chief Scientific Advisor(CSA) and by one of the independent members chosen from amongst themselves The independent chair will take charge of meetings at which CST’s members gather to develop advice to Government.  The CSA will chair meetings at which CST reports its advice to Ministers.  As the review recommended, this advice will go to the Cabinet Committee on Science Policy (SCI) for consideration and decisions on follow up.  SCI will also take an active role in setting the framework for CST’s activities and in ensuring that the Council has the information and assistance it needs from Government.  

CST’s advice may often be relevant to the whole of the UK so discussions are taking place with the Devolved Administrations to consider what sort of links they would like with the Council.

CST will change its ways of working to some extent.  As with all non-departmental public bodies, CST is responsible for deciding much of the detail of how it works, in consultation with Government where necessary.  The Council will be looking at what it needs to do in coming months.  It will however have extra resources available to help it to agree new methods and processes and to develop its advice in coming years.

A public appointments round will be launched shortly to review the balance of CST’s membership, ensure that it is broadly based and bring it back to its full line-up of 16 members in the New Year.

The Government’s Chief Scientific Adviser Sir David King said:

“I am greatly looking forward to taking up my new role as co-Chair of the Council for Science and Technology.  I already work closely with the Council and know how valuable its advice can be.  CST’s new terms of reference make clear how important science is for many policy areas: wealth creation and prosperity, and entrepreneurship, health, defence, culture, environment, dealing with crime, education, and the infrastructure of the country. CST’s new organisation and strengthened links to Ministers across Government will mean more effective strategic advice to Government.  I expect CST to provide a strong complement to my own cross-cutting role as Government takes forward its science strategy.”

The final report of the review and further details of the Government’s response are available on the OST website at www.ost.gov.uk.  Hard copy is available from the Office of Science and Technology on 0207 215 6518

Information about the Council and its recent work can be found on the Council’s own website www.cst.gov.uk.

Notes for editors:

Reviewing the performance of Non-Departmental Public Bodies (NDPBs) is a key part of the Government’s  ‘Modernising Government’ programme. The Government are committed to achieving better public services that are of higher quality and are more responsive to the needs of the people who use them. Regular NDPB reviews are an important element in ensuring that the right structures are in place to deliver the Government’s agenda effectively and to provide a strong focus on improving future performance. Under Cabinet Office guidance (31 January 2000), such reviews should be conducted in two stages.

This quinquennial review of the Council for Science and Technology was announced in August 2002.   The outcome of stage 1 of the review was announced in November 2003, and the stage 1 report was published (available on the OST website (www.ost.gov.uk).  The principal conclusion of stage 1 was that CST should remain in being provided that Government and CST members were prepared to take steps to make it more effective. Stage 2 looked at how that could be done.

The review was overseen by a steering group of officials, chaired by the Chief Scientific Advisor, Sir David King.  The review was carried out by an independent reviewer, Dr Elizabeth Hopkins, with administrative support from the CST Secretariat.

CST history

CST was first established in 1993 and was re-established in March 1998 following a quinquennial review to advise the Prime Minister about the United Kingdom's strategic policies and framework for supporting science and technology and maximising their key contribution to the nation's sustainable development. 

The Council is presently chaired by the Minister for Science and Innovation (Lord Sainsbury) on behalf of the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry.  The Government’s Chief Scientific Advisor (Sir David King) is the vice-Chairman.  CST’s independent members are drawn from very senior, widely respected people active in the worlds of academia, business, the City and from charitable sponsors. They represent the entire UK and are appointed on the basis of personal merit and expertise following wide consultation. 
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