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1.
Background

Ordnance Survey is Britain’s national mapping agency.  We maintain the definitive geographical framework for Great Britain, as well as capturing and marketing a wide range of geographical information.  Our Director General is official advisor to the United Kingdom Government on all aspects of survey, mapping and geographic information.  Ordnance Survey is a government department and executive agency, and since 1999 has operated as a trading fund.

Ordnance Survey surveys and collects data on roads, buildings, addresses, boundaries, water courses, coastlines, height and many other aspects of the landscape of Britain.   The data is managed within a seamless national geographic database.  Although traditionally supplied to the user as paper maps, this data is now supplied routinely as digital information which can be readily analysed, manipulated and linked to other information. 

Ordnance Survey licenses the use of its data directly to individual customers and customer groups, and also indirectly through partners.

2.
Response to consultation

To avoid duplication we have set out our response once only.  However, the following comments relate to a number of the consultation questions and should be considered where relevant.

Ordnance Survey provides data to its partners and distributors under licence.  Some of these parties will fall within the categories of intermediary service providers set out in the consultation document.

Under Regulation 20 of the Electronic Commerce (EC Directive) Regulations 2002 the protection against liability and criminal sanction afforded to intermediary service providers under Regulations 17 to 19 can be displaced by parties agreeing to different contractual terms.

Like many other suppliers of data, Ordnance Survey frequently enters into agreements with its partners and distributors whereby any liability for third party claims rests with the relevant partner or distributor, not least because Ordnance Survey cannot physically control the use and destination of data once it has been supplied.  

Therefore, in Ordnance Survey’s view, any extension of Articles 12 to 14 should be subject to a provision similar to Regulation 20 of the Electronic Commerce (EC Directive) Regulations 2002 whereby the parties to a contract involving the supply of data are free to agree terms between themselves as to how liability should be dealt with.
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