
Table 1: Number of Trade Unions and Membership; Great Britain, 1975-2002 
 

 

Year
Membership 

(millions) Unions
1975 11.7 446
1976 12.1 484
1977 12.7 436
1978 13.1 455
1979 13.2 475
1980 12.6 467
1981 12.3 482
1982 11.7 456
1983 11.3 432
1984 11.1 400
1985 10.8 391
1986 10.6 374
1987 10.5 344
1988 10.4 326
1989 10.0 319
1990 9.8 306
1991 9.5 291
1992 8.9 305
1993 8.7 297
1994 8.2 273
1995 8.0 260
1996 7.9 255
1997 7.8 252
1998 7.9 238
1999 7.9 237
2000 7.8 226
2001 7.8 216
2002 7.7 213
Source: Annual Reports of the Certification Officer



Table 2: Trade Unions in Great Britain: Analysis by size of union 

 

 

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Under 100 63 3 58 2 48 2 45 2 47 2 45 2 40 2
100-499 74 19 73 18 71 18 72 17 75 19 65 16 63 16
500-999 22 15 25 17 21 15 31 22 23 17 25 18 27 19
1000-2499 53 90 49 81 50 86 52 90 44 76 41 71 39 67
2,500-4,999 30 103 31 113 29 108 28 104 27 95 26 93 24 85
5,000-9,999 20 131 16 110 17 123 18 128 18 131 17 125 15 107
10,000-14,999 7 86 7 83 5 62 5 58 6 75 6 76 8 107
15,000-24,999 13 250 11 204 10 176 12 214 9 161 8 142 7 125
25,000-49,999 23 842 24 863 21 755 19 696 20 728 19 701 19 705
50,000-99,999 6 430 6 424 7 464 9 638 9 649 7 493 7 482
100,000-249,999 13 2,032 14 2,216 14 2,184 11 1,710 10 1,614 10 1,599 8 1,326
250,000 and over 10 6,131 9 5,785 9 5,519 9 5,449 9 5,236 7 4,918 8 5,025
Total 334 10,132 323 9,917 302 9,512 311 9,128 297 8,804 276 8,254 265 8,068
Source: 1989-95 DTI analysis of Annual Returns (AR21s)
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Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Unions Members 
(000s)

Under 100 32 1 39 1 39 1 44 1 50 2 41 1 44 1
100-499 71 23 57 12 52 13 49 12 41 12 40 12 40 12
500-999 21 14 31 20 26 18 22 14 21 14 25 18 22 17
1000-2499 43 72 37 65 31 55 34 58 28 47 22 40 23 41
2,500-4,999 20 74 20 74 23 83 23 83 21 74 25 92 23 84
5,000-9,999 14 98 14 98 14 104 12 92 12 86 9 66 10 72
10,000-14,999 7 92 7 90 5 70 4 53 4 48 6 69 7 82
15,000-24,999 6 104 6 103 7 123 10 181 12 223 13 253 9 168
25,000-49,999 19 665 18 599 19 631 18 618 15 515 14 491 15 517
50,000-99,999 5 314 6 354 6 354 5 304 6 361 5 309 4 237
100,000-249,999 8 1,210 8 1,201 6 941 5 788 5 765 5 744 6 786
250,000 and over 9 5,271 9 5,184 10 5,458 11 5,693 11 5,633 11 5,656 10 5,720
Total 255 7,938 252 7,801 238 7,852 237 7,898 226 7,779 216 7,751 213 7,736
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