Mr Eddy Mair
c/o PM The Ides of March

Dear Mr Mair,
Concerning the interview given by James Purnell:

As regards the government policy on the BBC’s future remit | make no case
except to say that | disagree entirely with it: coming from a so-called ‘culture’
minister who promoted casinos, 24 hour drinking and the Olympic Games that few
actually want and fewer want to pay for, the BBC proposals are merely typical.

The reasons for keeping the BBC in its present form is something which may be
put down to the way in ‘public service broadcasting’ is defined by its usefulness to
the political establishment for the purposes of public opinion management, which
brings me to Purnell’s interview:

He claimed that the licence fee is supported by a majority. Really?
And just how did that consultation take place? No-one asked me, nor do ! know
a single person whose opinion on the BBC or the licence fee was sought.

In fact, in my last letter to the Director General | put it to him that out of the BBC's
vast budget (it .could -well “afford_to- 0—seek- the_opinion -of _every_licence payer./
However, BBC Information tell me the DG is to busy to read his correspondence
and | was referred to the DCMS.  Obviously despite opinion to the contrary,
comedy is not completely dead at BBC.

So what was this consultation? By whom was it conducted? How many people
were consulted? And why some and not others? The licence fee is universal and
applied whether or not one makes use of any BBC service.

Was it conducted like so many of the BBC’s own exercises, on an exclusively
e-media basis, from pre-selected trusties (by the way, whatever happened to the
PM Panel,) relied upon to give the right answers?

What a pity Mr Purnell didn’t see the Teletext poll, a copy of which was sent to
your DG, in which randomly, 2,355 people voted on the question: ‘If the BBC
licence fee was good value’, 93 percent of respondents voted NO.

The idea of selling this licence fee hike on some promise that in the ‘future’ the
BBC will become accountable to the licence payer is breathtaking: just how stupid
do ministers think we are?
mse |ust to whom has the BBC been- accomtable all these vear?‘;?

If there’s one thing | hate it’s having my intelligence insulted by such tripe.
As for your Head of Policy, methinks she doth promote too much.

Yours sincerely,

cc J. Purnell MP ' D.J. TOLLEY
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