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To: Ms Michelle McCarthy Rhys ab Elis
BBC Charter Review Team ) .
Dept for Culture, Media & Sport

London SW1Y 5DH

2 June 2005
Dear Ms McCarthy
Re: BBC Charter

Thank you for your letter dated 24 May 2005 (but postmarked 1 June 2005) received here
today, in reply to my letter dated 12 May. Since your letter was despatched after the closing
date for comments (according to the date of the postmark), I hope you will be able to confirm
that you will take note of any comments after I have read the 116 pages of the document
enclosed with your letter. After one month, a reasonable time, perhaps?

Straight away I have a number of points that I am able to make now, especially regarding the
performance of Radio 4. According to the Charter, the BBC is a “British’ broadcasting body.
As regards the performance of Radio 4, Radio 4 is in effect a radio channel for England alone.
It really looks as though the effective policy of the people running Radio 4 in reality is that
they ignore the existence of Wales and Scotland. When they interview an official on behalf of
his or her official body, it is normal to interview a representative from England, or an official
body from England. For example, on matters concerning the environment in the countryside,
they interview a representative of the Council for the Protection of Rural BEngland every time,
completely ignoring the Council for the Protection of Rural Wales, every time. On
agricultural matters in Wales (if at all) - the BBC interviews a representative of the National
Farmers’ Union every time, ignoring the Farmers® Union of Wales . It is”normal” on Radio 4
in the “news” to speak of “England” as shorthand for “England and Wales”. I raised the
matter with the Chairman of the BBC about 3 years ago. He asked, (quite reasonably) for
examples. I sent him a sheet showing 90 examples in one “normal” month. The response from
the BBC was...... silence. It is clear that the intention of the BBC is to ignore the point, and
not to change their ways and treating Wales and Scotland with equality. Effectively, the
“British” Broadcasting Corporation in reality is the English Broadcasting Corporation (and
from the South East of England, too). Therefore, any renewal of the BBC Charter should
make it necessary to ensure that the BBC treats Wales and Scotland with equality with
England. Another example is the fact that after the Devolution Process created the Parliament
in Scotland and the Assembly in Wales, Radio 4 said that it would be their policy, to
broadcast as part of the “Today” programme on Radio 4, sessions straight from the Scottish
Parliament every day that that Parliament is in session, but after 1 - 2 years they have stopped
broadcasting the Assembly on the “Today” programme. The BBC refuses to give any
explanation why, but I have a strong idea, the Radio 4 staff - from London, of course, with
London attitudes towards us - have failed to understand how the Assembly works and have
chosen examples of debates in the Chamber of the Assembly showing Wales in a poor light,
with no explanation of the background to show how the Assembly is changing things
effectively for the better here.

Radio 4 does make some very interesting programmes, which challenge the mind (e.g.




Melvyn Bragg “In our Time” etc) or “From Our Own Correspondent” - giving a very
interesting picture of many countries around the world. The effect is, in reality, that it is
possible to obtain a fuller view of countries like New Guinea or Tchad than of Wales or
Scotland from Radio 4 “BEngland”. Before renewing the BBC Charter, things must change for
the better, to ensure that Radio 4 treats Wales and Scotland with equality. At present it is too
easy for Radio 4 (and the BBC in general) to make insults to Wales and the Welsh people
through people like Anne Robinson, and a number of other “comedians™ (sic), to make cheap
jokes against the Welsh (regarding sheep..... I am sure you will understand my point without
my having to write out the insuiting words in full... ). Things must change for the better
before renewing the BBC Charter. It is very clear that such treatment would not be acceptable
at all against Black and Asian people- so why should it be “Acceptable” against the Welsh?

I bope to have your early reply to this letter, bearing in mind I need time to study the 116
page document you sent with your letter.

Yours faithfully,
R Ab Elis (Mr).




