Mc K Cook

Dear TG : -

In response to this leaflet available in our local library, I am taking the
opporitunity to plead for some real eniertainment for the older generation of viewers, a
body described in a recent article I read supporting a similar canse — a captive audience.
Circumstances inevitably caused by age, health, outside factors, mobility confine them to
their homes for many hours, This is particularly felt in the evenings.

Terry Wogan in one of the women’s magazines supporied this view and
some time 2 younger person in TV Eys, the Times TV programme guids, seemed
incredulous at the way TV ignored their captivity.

We don’t seem to get any good musical shows at all, in spite of the
seeming talent in the country. Choirs, young and old, brass bands, young and old
members again, are out there anxious for recognition. Even well known artists like Rod
Stewart, have high selling CDs of the standards, many others bave followed suit, sven
Wet, Wet. Wet. A feature of old TV both in America and here was the hour or half hour
long shows by well-known singers and their guests.  Thankfully Songs of Praise
provides some good singers and choirs.  Oddly enough we had to go fo the BBC Four
channel! for the Broadway musicals series and Gracie Fields story.

Unfortunately recent events make me fear the worst.  The Saturday night
dance fover programme is a far ory from the Come Dancing of yesteryear and the ghastly,
garrulons Graham and the screaming rent 2 mob a complete furn off. T seems more
like a tatty commercial station outpouring.  Not much guality or elegance on display,
the original dances were more like the Bordello Bounce!

The recent announcement that Mark Thompson had “snapped up” an
American, Caryn Mandabach, to realise his forecast that the corporation’s future lay in
comedy, is rather foreboding. I fear this dream may become a nightmare, there is not
much evidence of comedy of any sort on TV.  She says that the young are turning off
altogsiher from reality shows in America.  Many of our generation have already turned
off TV and found sanctuary in the old fashioned radio, the success of Saga radio, Classic
Fi and the old stagers of Radio 2 is proof indesd.

YOURS magazine has for years run a competition to find the best
enteriainers drawn from the Senior Citizens with heats spread all over the couniry, all
well attended and culminating in a “full honse” usvally in Southport’s Floral Hall for ihe
final.  Ican’t remember any of these events ever being covered by TV.

1 watched the various programmes on the Chelsea Flower Show to my
disappointment.  Bach succeeding year seems 1o be devoied mainly to the “attention
seekers,” as one of your presenters actually remarked - not much on flowers, three
minutes in the first programme. More time should be spent in the main marquee where
we are led 1o believe are these most wonderful displays of flowers, fruit and vegetables.
Do we really need the irritating Jenny Bond?
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I hope these remarks are not taken as carping criticism for I want the BBC
to be the symbaol of quality, elegance and taste which it used to be and so much admired
by my American relatives who had to suffer the poor quality, in their words, of the
BRC’s counterpart.

The outstanding I Claudins and similar drama programmes are a lasting
memory. How about the Hervigs Chronicles (Walpole) with characters like Rogue
Herrigs and Vanessa set in the Lake District?  Ive always felt if might be a successor to
the famous Sags you did so well but perhaps Walpole is not fashionable!

Yours faithfulluy,




