25th llarch 2004

BBC Charter Review Consultation,
Departunent “nr C lture, Media and Sport,

2 - 4 Cocksnur Street, SW1Y 5DH

Dear Teom,

It is wvital that the BBC retain its Charter. 'To inform and entertain'
is its brief. It provides the voice of aanity in a wud world; demonstrates
the possibility of rational discussion. It extends the h-rizons of the in-
creasing nunbers of neople in one-persen houschalds, often isolated by shilad
cure, illness,ddsshblityy, noverty or loeutlen. It brouks dovn projudies by
nregenting ethnie ond othor groupings in a moye reunded nnd sympothetie way;
it makes such proups feel more valued and lntepgruted.

This last is a quality even more desiradble in future years.

The BBC nrovides an antidote to the crazy pursuit of'celebritles’ and
other trivia in the tabloids and elsevhere.

Abroad,the BBC stands for what is best regarded in Britain. The Vnorld
Service does more than any nunber of diplemats can, and does it Wore ner-
vagively and fruitfully.

The public must be nrotected from rampant commercialism: young necnle
and immigrants are specially vulnerable; the BRC's information and heln
with the practicalities of life is excentionally pood and increasingly nec-
essary.

Of course there is much to criticize in detall; there is arropance and
complacency - it is well exvnosed on Ropger Bolton's arogramne, 'Feedback'.
Of course there is much to nraise on other chanrels: the BBC keevs them un
%o the mark, tc .some extent.

But if the Beeb were scrambling around for advertising, the whole struc-
ture would deteriorate, and comiercizlism would dominate the media.

I have not always approved of the emphases in news coverage in recent
months, though clearly many ‘'peope have aporoved. 4s in the I3iS, shortcomings
seem to he larzely mapargerial. Standards of civility in interviewing on the
'Poday’ programme are noor - too much bullying and interrupting.

I, versonally, value the BBC for art, archaeology, history, drama nyro-
gpammes, and literature, on Radio 3 and Radio4; BBC TV: 1, 2, 3 éand 4. But
discussion nro~r ~mes or both radioc and TV are excellent, so iy clussical

masic.
I the Government seeks to emasculate the BBC Becuuse of the events of

the last ‘year or so, it will result in a serious deterioration in vhat the
mmjority value highly; it will also be a nhlitical blunder.

Yours sgincerely,

AL LS.

A.T,.Kitson



