31 March 2004

BBC Charter Review Consultation
Department for Culiure. Media and Sport
2-4 Cockspur Street

London SW1Y 5DH

To Whom It Mav Concem.

In response to the leaflet. "Your BBC Your Say" | wish to.record that | have always valued the
BBC's public service broadcastina. f's news is topical (almost to the minute). reliable and. on
the whole. the comment is fair and knowledaable. The sports coveraae has been excellent but.
unfortunatelv. the BBC is now banned from some events bv commercial companies.

| should sav at this point that | do not now own a television and therefore pav nothina for the
excellent radio service. which far outshines mv experience of TV in information. drama.
comedv. music and news coveraae. | consider this “dift” to radio listeners {o be arosslv unfair
and reauest the situation be altered - desbite the expected unpooularity of a radio licence fee.

| cannot suaaest an altemative to the current television licence fee. other than a levv on every
TV and radio set sold. but this would be a cumbersome and costlv undertaking. open to abuse
and possible fraud.

With reaard to commercial services. these should be continued and. indeed. increased in order
to finance and keep up the standards of the BBC. | particularly value The Radio Times. mainlv
because it gives the best proaramme detail for radio. particularly the cast lists for drama.

As to how the BBC should be run. it should maintain its present accuracv. impartialitv and
dissemination of knowledae without beina over-ruled by Government nor adverselv influenced
bv the personal aaenda of people/oraanisations with commercial or political axes to grind. It
should be completelv independent. How else will it be trusted bv listeners in other countries to
the BBC World Service - often their onlv truthful source of information of what is acina on in
their own countries?

| wish to reaister a protest aaainst the recent BBC ruling forbiddina its jounalists from writina
for other media. particularlv newspapers. 1subscribe to The independent and am most- -~ -

annoved to be deprived of such masterly iournalists as Feraal Keane. Andrew Marr,

David Aaronavitch and manv others.

| am aware that todav is the deadline for receipt of these comments but hope that. with first
class postage. mv letter miaht still be considered as a contribution to the Review Consultation.

Yours faithfully.

Mrs F M Basiley




