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Abolition 2007 Poetry Competition

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY:

1. All entries must be in English.

2. All entrants must be residents of the UK.

3. Entrants can submit one piece of writing only.

4. Entrants must not have, by the time of the closing date for entries, published a full-length collection of poetry.
5. All entries must, whether from a historical or contemporary perspective, or from the view of the enslaved or the enslaver, be involved with the issues surrounding enslavement.

6. All entries must be original, the author’s own unaided work and must not have been published previously in any form, although the entrant may previously have had other material published.

7. The name of the author must appear only on the application form, not on the typescript. 

8. A fully completed official application form must accompany all entries. 

9. Official application forms are available from the Abolition 2007 website (www.artscouncil.org.uk/abolition2007), the Abolition 200 website (www.abolition200.org.uk) and at some public libraries.

10. Entries must be double spaced on one side of white A4 paper.

11. Entries should be sent to  “Abolition 2007 Poetry Competition”, Arts Council England, National Office, 14 Great Peter Street, London, SW1P 3NQ.  

12. Receipt of typescripts will not be acknowledged, and typescripts cannot be returned.

13. Entries will not be accepted after 5 p.m. on 28th September 2007.

14. Once received, entries cannot be subsequently amended.

15. The decisions of the judging panel are final and binding.

16. The winner will be notified by 22nd December 2007.

17. Details of the winner will be available on both the Abolition 2007 website (www.artscouncil.org.uk/abolition2007) and the Abolition 200 website (www.abolition200.org.uk) from 7th January 2008.

18. The winning entry will make up the 12th poem in a series of commissions to commemorate the Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act, to be published individually each month on the Arts Council Website.  The winner will receive a prize of £500, the amount paid to each of the other 11 commissioned poets.  The winner will retain the copyright to their work but grant The Arts Council the exclusive right to publish their winning entry in exchange for the £500 prize/fee. Furthermore, The Arts Council shall have the exclusive right to publish and license the winning entry in all forms and editions for a period of twelve (12) months from the date of first publication and shall pay the writer of the winning entry 50 per cent of their receipts from any such sublicenses for the duration of that period.  Upon entering this competition you agree to sign a license to these ends if your entry should be chosen too win.

19. Should the winning entry be published in any form subsequent to this twelve (12) month period, the Arts Council must be named as the commissioning body.

20. The Arts Council reserves the right to edit the winning entry in consultation with the author.

21. The winning entry must not infringe any copyright or contain defamatory or otherwise unlawful matter.

22. The winner agrees to the use of his/her name and photograph for publicity purposes and may be required to take part in publicity for the Prize without additional payment or permission.

23. It is likely that the winning entrant will be required to talk to the press, which may include discussions of their cultural experience.

24. The submission of an entry will be deemed to imply the unqualified acceptance of these conditions of entry.
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