ROYAL ARTILLERY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Spring Meeting

Wednesday 2nd April 2003, at Larkhill

A Presentation by 10 (Assaye) Battery 

HISTORY OF 10 (ASSAYE) BATTERY ROYAL ARTILLERY

The Spring Meeting of the Society was held in the Newcome Hall, Larkhill on Wednesday 2nd April at 11 am.  Brigadier Timbers was in the Chair and 23 members and 7 guests attended the Meeting.

After adminstrative notices from the Secretary, the Chairman opened the Meeting by welcoming Major Richard Cousens and his team from 10 Battery who were going to give the members an account of their battery history in this the bicentennial year of the Battle of Assaye in 1803 that later gave the Battery its honour title.  He was particularly grateful that the Battery had agreed to give the presentation at comparatively short notice, and at a time when much of the Regiment was deployed on operations in Iraq, and those not deployed were extremely busy.

BC 10 Battery
India
10 (Assaye) Battery Royal Artillery was raised in 1755 as 3 Company, Bombay Artillery, and reduced four years later.  The Battery was reformed in 1765 under its former title, which it retained until 1820 when it became 2 Company, 1 Battalion, Bombay Artillery.  In 1862 it transferred to the Royal Artillery as 2 Battery, 18 Brigade.  In 1889 the Battery became 15 Field Battery RA and in 1947 renumbered as 10 (Assaye) Field Battery RA.

Picture - Assaye 1

In 1803 the British in India were threatened by a powerful combination of the Mahratta forces of Scindia and Berar.  Early in August, after protracted negotiations had broken down, General Arthur Wellesley, the future Duke of Wellington, advanced on Ahmednuggur at the head of an army of some 11,000 troops, in which one cavalry regiment, two infantry battalions and two companies of Bombay Artillery were European, and three cavalry and five infantry regiments were from the Madras Native Army.

Between 8th and 12th August Wellesley stormed the walled city of Ahmednuggur and forced the fort to surrender.  After a four day halt to repair the breaches in the walls of the fort and to install a garrison, the British General resumed his advance north-eastwards.  There followed a period of manoeuvring but on 21st September a plan was made by which Colonel Stevenson’s force of 9,000 men from Hyderabad was to move independently towards the Adjunta Pass while Wellesley moved on the same point by a more easterly route.

On 23rd September, Wellesley reach Naulmah and was informed that though the Mahratta cavalry had withdrawn, their infantry were still encamped some six miles away on the bank of the river Kaitna.  Following his own maxim of always attacking a hostile native army, Wellesley sent a message to Colonel Stevenson, who was about twelve miles away, to leave his baggage under guard at Naulmah and push on at once with his whole force.

On arriving at the River Kaitna with his cavalry, Wellesley found the whole Mahratta army in position on the far bank.  Though assured by guides that the river was impassable, he made a swift reconnaissance and found, as he had guessed, that there was a ford over the Kaitna at Peepulgaon village on the extreme left of the enemy’s position.  His infantry and artillery crossed the ford covered by the cavalry, which followed in their turn.

The enemy were taken by surprise and the actual passage of the ford was not seriously opposed, but as the British deployed on the north bank and wheeled to their left to face slightly north-west, the Mahratta artillery opened a tremendous cannonade.  To counter this fire the British had eight light galloper guns, attached by sections to the four cavalry regiments, and fourteen field guns similarly attached in pairs to the seven infantry battalions.  These guns were manned by 3 Company, Bombay Artillery and possibly by a detachment of 5 Company, Bombay Artillery (now in suspended animation as 78 Battery RA).  The field guns were bullock drawn and the gallopers horse drawn.  In all there were about 150 European gunners, with perhaps 300 gun lascars.

The British formed a line with their right and left flanks protected by the rivers Juah and Kaitna respectively.  Despite most gallant efforts, their Gunners could not subdue the vastly superior Mahratta artillery, and Wellesley, realising that his infantry could not long stand under such a destructive enemy fire, ordered his troops to advance even though their deployment had not been completed.  The British General had hoped by a swift advance to have taken the Mahratta infantry in flank as they stood behind the Kaitna river.  To his great surprise, however, the enemy regular battalions had managed to change front to their left and were facing the advancing British.
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On the British left wing HM 78th Regiment, well supported by two sepoy batallions, drove off the enemy infantry and cut down the Mahratta gunners at their posts.  On the right there was considerable confusion when the line advanced before it had been properly formed, and a native battalion broke, exposing HM 74th Regiment to a heavy burst of musketry from Assaye village and a charge of Mahratta horsemen.  The Regiment was saved by a spirited charge of HM 19th Light Dragoons and the 4th Madras Native Cavalry, which not only routed the enemy horsemen but also broke their supporting infantry.

Though the Mahratta line had been driven back and routed, Wellesley found that the enemy’s infantry reserve formed on his right flank.  He promptly advanced and drove it from its position while the British cavalry completed their discomfiture.  There remained the Mahratta horsemen who began to press in upon the British left flank and rear and even to retake the abandoned enemy guns, until they were once more repulsed by the indomitable redcoats.

Lastly the enemy holding Assaye village withdrew when threatened by HM 74th Regiment.  It was 6 pm and Wellesley’s army, which had marched twenty-four miles that day before fighting a very severe action, was in no condition to pursue.

Picture - Assaye 3
The fierceness of the fighting at the battle of Assaye is reflected in the casualty list.  Of the 6,000 men actually engaged, Wellesley lost nearly 650 Europeans and over 800 Natives killed, wounded and missing.  The Mahrattas left 1,200 dead and 98 guns on the battlefield.

Unfortunately little detailed information about the action of the artillery at Assaye is available.  The British guns were so heavily outnumbered that they could play only a minor role in this very hard fought victory – the first of Wellesley’s long series that ended at Waterloo.  The Madras regiments, which fought so gallantly at Assaye, were granted Honorary Colours and the right to carry them on parade.

Picture - Assaye 4
Twenty years later 12 Company, 1 Battalion, Bombay Artillery, was authorised to wear the words ‘Assaye’ and ‘Seringapatam’ on its appointments, but not until 1926 was it granted the Honour Title ‘Assaye’.

In 1862, after the Indian Mutiny, the European units of the Honourable East India Company were absorbed into the British Army and the Battery became 2 Battery, 18 Brigade.  In 1889 it was renumbered 15 Field Battery, the title which it kept until 1947.  After serving in India, the Battery moved to Kildare, Ireland in 1907, where it was stationed at the outbreak of the First World War.

Lt Tilley:
The Great War
We now move on to the First World War, in which both Both 15 Battery and 113 Battery RFA, which later formed 10 (Assaye) Battery were heavily involved.

15 Bty RFA was in XXXVI Bde RFA in the 2nd Division Artillery and crossed to France as part of I Army Corps of the British Expeditionary Force.  Although not directly engaged in the Battle of Mons, the 2nd Division took part in the Retreat and saw its first major action on the River Aisne in September 1914 and at First Ypres in October and November 1914. In these three months of fighting the division suffered 8,500 casualties.

2nd Division took part in the Battle of Loos in September 1915. It was on this part of the front that gas, here used by the British for the first time, blew back onto men of 1st Middlesex, resulting in heavy casualties.  Early in 1916 the Division moved to Vimy Ridge, and underwent further organisational changes, then in late July, the Division moved south to the Somme where it stayed until March 1917, when it took part in the Battle of Arras.  When the German offensive began in 1918, 2nd Division was in Corps reserve at Bapaume but was soon called forward to stem the advance. On November 11th, 2nd Division was in reserve near Le Quesnoy and went on to serve in the Army of Occupation in Germany until March 1919 when it was officially disbanded.

113 Bty RFA was in XXV Brigade RFA in the 1st Division Artillery.  The Division landed in France on 12th August 1914, also part of I Army Corps and although not directly engaged in the Battle of Mons, it too took part in the Retreat.  Following fighting on the Aisne in September, the Division moved to Flanders and the First Battle of Ypres. At the end of 1914, 1st Division moved to La Bassée where they were attacked by the Germans, but the assault was beaten back by 2nd Royal Sussex.

1st Division moved to the Somme and fought in numerous actions between July and September 1916.  The division did not fight at Arras in 1917, but moved to the Flanders coast in preparation for an expected sea-borne invasion of Belgium.  When the German offensive began in Flanders in April 1918, 1st Division fought in the Battle of the Lys.  In October it took part in the Battle of the Selle, and its final action was in the crossing of the Sambre Canal on 4 November 1918.
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One of the most significant battles for the artillery, and particularly 15 and 113 Batteries, was the First Battle of the Aisne in September 1914.  The Battle was part of the advance by the Allies on the right wing of the German First and Second Armies retreating after their defeat on the Marne early in September 1914.

The offensive began on the evening of 12 September in the aftermath of a rather belated pursuit of the Germans. It has been argued that the Allies would have made far greater gains had their success at the Marne been promptly exploited in a rapid and continued attack upon the retreating German First and Second Armies.  As it was, the progress of the Allied forces, British and French, was slow, owing to fatigue and to caution.  Nevertheless the Allies realised on 11 September that the Germans intended to halt their retreat at the Aisne.  Consequently the two German Armies, joined by the newly formed Seventh Army, were able to entrench themselves on the north bank of the River Aisne along the Chemin des Dames Ridge which provided a long and dominating position from which to conduct their defence.

The French 5th and 6th Armies, with the British Expeditionary Force under Sir John French between them, launched a frontal assault with infantry on the German defensive positions north of the Aisne immediately on closing up to the River on 13 September.  Having established a bridgehead north of the River on 14 September, the Allies continued to assault the Germans on the plateau above them; however, German counter-attacks were launched within hours, forcing the Allies back.  This time it was the German that demonstrated the superiority of defensive warfare over the offence, deploying machine gun fire and heavy artillery in the defence of their positions.  Some small gains were achieved by the Allies, but they could not be consolidated.  The Allies scaled down the operations on 18 September and fighting was abandoned on 28 September once it finally became clear that neither side, in particular the Allies, would be able to mount successful frontal attacks upon the well-entrenched positions of the enemy.  In addition, the French were finding themselves under increased pressure at Reims.

Instead, both forces attempted to manoeuvre past the other in a northwards movement, in the so-called 'Race to the Sea', begun by the French Commander-in-Chief General Joffre, moving his forces north-west so as to attack the exposed German right flank at Noyon.

Two further battles took place on the Aisne, in April and May 1917 (the Second Battle of the Aisne, a purely French battle), and in May and June 1918 (the Third Battle of the Aisne where British troops once again distinguished themselves).

The First Battle of the Aisne was of particular importance for one member of the Battery, Bdr Horlock of 113 Bty.  15 September was a long day of violent German counter attacks and it was on this day that Bdr Horlock won the Victoria Cross at the village of Moussy, near Vendresse. 
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In action in an open field, a shell landed right under Bdr Horlocks gun killing the No1 and wounding Horlock in the thigh. The wound was not serious but required dressing by a doctor. The doctor ordered Bdr Horlock to go to the hospital in the ambulance but instead he returned to his gun to continue the fight. He had only been back a few minutes when the Battery was shelled again and this time he received an injury to his back. He returned to the dressing station to be seen by the same doctor. The doctor wanted to know why he had not gone to hospital, so after treating him he dispatched him with an orderly to the hospital.  Bdr Horlock managed to loss his orderly and return once more to his Battery. He remained on the position after being injured a third time until coming out of action later that night.  He was awarded the VC by King George V who said: “this man has the spirit of all good gunners”. He was one of the few who actually received their medal from the King himself, along with his serjeants stripes.

Bdr Horlock had joined the Army in 1907 and actually enlisted as Harlock although no-one including his family knew why.  After winning the VC on the Aisne, he remained with 113 Battery until February 1916, when he was promoted Battery Sergeant Major and posted to D Battery, 119 Brigade RFA.

In September 1916, BSM Horlock was posted to 301 Brigade RFA, part of 60th (2nd/1st London) Division in Salonika and in July 1917 was posted to the Base Depot in Egypt.  Two months later he returned to England on leave and on 13 October was married to Miss Ethel Hasted at Littlehampton.  He left England to return to Egypt at the end of November travelling overland to Marseilles where he embarked on RMS Aragon.  On Sunday 30 December, within 10 miles of Alexandria, the Aragon was hit by two torpedoes.  After half an hour she capsized and sank. Three minesweeping trawlers and a torpedo boat destroyer were in the immediate area and picked up a large number of survivors.  BSM Horlock was picked up by the destroyer but unfortunately it was hit by another torpedo.  BSM Horlock was killed instantaneously and his body recovered the following day. He was buried in the British Military Cemetary at Hadra near Alexandria.
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113 Battery did not keep a war diary until March 1915 and their records for the first seven months of the war are extremely sketchy. The only mention in the History regarding BSM Horlock was made in 1922. It was then recorded that among papers found in Calcutta earlier that year had been a copy of the citation from the London Gazette of 25th November 1914.
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In 1967 efforts were made to find out more about BSM Horlock and any surviving members of his family.  BSM Horlock’s widow was traced through local newspapers and with the help of Mrs Margaret Pratt.  Mrs Horlock very generously presented a large number of her late husband's possessions and relics to 10 Battery, together with photographs, his Mention in Dispatches and his actual Victoria Cross.

As part of the reductions in the Army in 1922, 15 Battery absorbed 113 Battery, and XXXVI Bde was renumbered XXVI Field Brigade.  The Brigade was stationed in Ireland, then Bulford, India and back in Bulford at the outbreak of the Second World War.  In 1940 the Battery moved to Malta.

Lt Hillier:

The Second World War - Monte Cassino

The allied advance through Italy started in Sept 1943 as the “soft underbelly of Europe” was invaded by the Allies, by the 5th Army at Salerno near Naples, and the 8th Army at Reggio and Taranto in the far south of Italy.

The Allied advance was swift and good progress was made northwards by seven Commonwealth and seventeen other Allied divisions, including divisions from India, New Zealand and Brazil.  Their progress was brought to a halt at the Gustav Line, a series of prepared positions running east-west across the country 100 miles south of Rome.  This major defensive line was centred on the town of Cassino and its monastery which dominated the town and the Liri Valley.  Route 6, the major vehicle access to Rome and beyond, ran through the Valley.  This part of the Gustav Line was defended by the German 1st Parachute Division, augmented by armour of the 14th Panzer Corps.  The Cassino campaign lasted from January to May 1944 and consisted of four major battles that attempted to dislodge the defenders from Cassino and the surrounding hills.
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The first battle took place form 17 to 27 January 1944 and was set to coincide with the allied landings at Anzio some 60 miles north of the Gustav Line.  The concept was that the German defences could be overcome by dislocating them.  The French and British Corps attempted to defeat the enemy in the town of Cassino by employing a flanking manoeuvre while the US forces attempted a frontal assault over the River Rapido.  This partially succeeded by establishing a small bridgehead on the German side. However the weight of fire and number of casualties meant that the position became untenable and they were forced to withdraw.  The attack was called off; the Allies had been unable to breach the excellent German defences that dominated the surrounding area.
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The second battle took place from 15 to 19 February and was marked by the bombing of the monastery that caused international outrage. The reason for this was that the Germans were using it as an observation post to bring accurate artillery fire onto the town below. Although it was still believed to hold all its original treasures, it should be noted that the defenders removed them before the bombing commenced. Unfortunately the bombing succeeded only in creating a perfect defensive position and made it much more difficult to assault.  Despite this, the 2nd New Zealand Division managed to secure the southern flank of the town but failed to capture the strategically important railway station due to fierce tank and artillery fire.  This attack was significant because it was the first time that bombers had flown from England to attack a target in Italy and the first time that they had been used in support of ground troops.
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The third battle occurred from 15 to 23 March and was preceded by another aerial bombardment. Again the 2nd New Zealand Division advanced with tanks in support although the latter became bogged-in due to torrential rain.  They did manage to secure most of the town after another frontal assault lead by the Gurkhas. This is particularly impressive as they achieved this with little tank support because the defenders had blocked their advance from the north.  However, determined resistance from the German airborne forces using artillery and tanks half buried in the ruins of the town denied the Allies any substantial gains.  The attack was called off on 23 March after the loss of over 3000 men.  It was decided that the Cassino front had to be breached and so destroy as many German divisions as possible before the invasion in Normandy could take place in June.

The fourth Battle of Cassino lasted from 11 to 18  May 1944 and was the action in which 10 Battery, then 40 Medium Battery of 17 Medium Regiment, commanded by Major Robinson, was heavily involved in support of II Polish Corps.  At the time, the Battery was equipped with 5.5” guns, having converted from a coastal defence battery in Malta. The battle started with a 2000 gun barrage that took the Germans by surprise and inflicted heavy losses.  The 2nd Polish Division made repeated assaults both with and without tank support while French and American troops breached the Gustav Line elsewhere.  As a result, the commander of Army Group C, Field Marshal Kesselring, decided that the defenders should withdraw.  The town of Cassino fell on 17 May and the Poles entered the monastery on the 18 to find only the wounded left behind.  The operation had cost them 4000 casualties while the Germans had lost 20,000 men defending the entire Gustav Line.  It looked as if the German forces that had defended Cassino would be encircled along with the 14th Army that had opposed the Anzio beachhead.  However the the US II and VI Corps were diverted to Rome and the German forces escaped round the city as the US forces entered it.
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In recognition of the gallantry displayed by the other nations that served with them, the Poles awarded the British units attached to them right to wear the badge of the Syrena or Maid of Warsaw.  10 Battery is the only unit remaining in the Gunners that still has this honour and as such the soldiers and officers of the Battery still wear the Syrena today.

In 1947, as part of a widespread reorganisation of the Royal Artillery, the Battery was renumbered 10 Battery in 37 Field Regiment.  In 1948 it converted to the heavy anti-aircraft role with 3.7" guns in Malta and in 1959 was re-equipped with the Thunderbird air defence missile system.  With the demise of Thunderbird in 1977, the Battery remained an air defence battery equipped with Javelin in 45 then 40 Regiments in Hohne.

Sergeants Newburn and Topp
The First Gulf War 1990-91 (Op GRANBY)
In 1977 10 Bty became the close air defence battery of the 1st Armoured Division and part of the field regiment stationed in Hohne; in 1990 this was 40 Field Regiment.

In September 1990 personnel from 10 Bty were on various activities including an exchange visit with the Italian Army, a Regimental rugby tour of Scotland, adventure training in Spain, troop training with the Berlin Air Defence Troop and internal courses.  On 14 September 1990 the Commanding Officer of 40 Field Regiment Royal Artillery, Lt Col Clayton, officially warned the Regiment that they would be deploying to the Gulf region with 7 Armoured Brigade (The Desert Rats) in response to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait on the 2nd August.  10 Battery, commanded by Major Nelson was tasked to support battlegroups from the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, the Queens Royal Irish Hussars and 1st Battalion the Staffordshire Regiment.  The Battery mission was to provide Close Air Defence cover to 7 Armd Bde with the Javelin S15 missile system to which it had recently converted.

So after phone calls home from half of northern Germany to pass on the news, plans were put in place for spraying vehicles, conducting air defence and individual training (which was later to include lucky members of the battery spending extending times in respirators during their normal daily work), and, most importantly, getting the battery members back from their various trips.  Less essential military tasks included a trip to the local tattooists where ten members of the battery had a desert rat tattooed on their chest; subsequently this group became known as the sweet-toothed crusaders, the result of a dyslexic tattooist branding the first one as a Dessert Rat!
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At the time 10 Bty could not man a war ORBAT with its current strength, so soldiers from 43 (Lloyds Company) Battery, the Berlin Air Defence Troop and other units in Hohne Garrison joined 10 Bty RA for its impending deployment to the Gulf.

Once all the Battery was back in location, training started in earnest.  Within this training period it was decided that all Detachments and other operators would conduct a short Main Practice Camp at the Royal Artillery Range Manobier to fire the Javelin missile system.  This was not to be the normal technical firing camp we were all used to, but one with limited safety on the operators and concentrating more on tactical drills.  As the number of missiles available to the Battery for this camp was considerably greater than normal, culminating in the highest number of S15 engagements ever in a single day, the camp proved a huge success.
Once the Battery returned from the firing camp the vehicles were placed on rail trucks and sent to Bremerhaven docks for their journey to Saudi Arabia by sea; this was the holding area for all 7 Armd Bde vehicles prior to departure.  With the vehicles away detailed briefings and training continued up to the point of departure.  All members of the Battery were in theatre in Al Jubail by 26 October.  Home for the immediate future was in sheds where conditions were fairly cramped. Apart from getting used to the heat, drinking nine 2 litre bottles of water a day, PT at 0600hrs every morning and limited showers, we also had to adapt to American cooks and their unusual menu choices at meals.  One of the only activities that you could guarantee in Al Jubail was to queue for everything.  Again training started, including acclimatization and more in-depth first aid and NBC training including respirator runs with equipment that from this point on was never away from ones side.
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By 3 November all vehicles had arrived in theatre at Al Jubail.  They were immediately checked and repacked for deployment into the desert.  After Troop photos had been taken the Battery deployed into the desert with the rest of the Brigade.  Our new location was to be on the edge of the hurriedly constructed Jerboa range for our integration training with the battlegroups.  Each troop was assigned a battlegroup to work with; A Troop with the Scots Dragoon Guards, B Troop with the Staffords and C Troop with the Queens Royal Irish Hussars.  During the early days in the range each Troop went through the Battery Echelon where we received all our ammunition including missiles, small arms ammo and grenades, so we were at all times ready to go.  Our time on the range was hectic, with a lot of catch up training to be completed as the Battery had not worked with battlegroups since the mid 1980s.  However, we quickly learnt to stay away from the lead tanks on advance to contacts and the importance of map reading in the desert.  While at Jerboa range the Battery conducted live firing of the missile system with the least obtrusive safety possible, including shoulder launch firings from trenches and the top of the CVR(T) and Lightweight Multiple Launcher firing from trenches.
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With the live firing completed the Battery came together on 19 November in Fire Base Edinburgh, a regimental area which was a quarry complex to the west of the Tapline Road, north of Al Fadili and the rest of 7 Armd Bde.  Here the Regiment ran a number of courses including Bombardier and Lance Bombardier leadership courses, advanced driver and Javelin courses, basic CPA courses and a Javelin Section Commanders course; a total of 500 students attended these Regiment-wide.  A shift routine was put in place for soldiers to get three days R&R in every 12 in an R&R centre  called Camp 4 near Al Jubail.  The quarry was to be our home over the Christmas and New Year, but a few members of the Battery were lucky enough to get away to  HMS Argus and Bahrain over Christmas.

On 4-5 January 1991 the Battery moved to Devil Dog Dragoon (D3) range, which had been built for battlegroup training where we could again train with our battlegroups.  On 12 January the Battery moved up to area Keyes in Northern Saudi Arabia.  On arrival the lack of British troops became apparent, with just the Battery, Brigade Step-Up HQ and 16/5 Lancers.  It became even more tense when within the first few days of arrival we were told over the radio that a force of Iraqi T-72’s was moving down the Wadi-Al-Batin to carry out a pre-emptive strike - fortunately this never materialised.
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NBC alerts also became more frequent.  Troop taskings now changed to A and C Troops defending the Brigade Support Group (BSG) and B Troop defending Brigade Main HQ.  All training in area Keyes was coordinated at formation level with considerable emphasis being placed on breach crossing.  On 17 January the air campaign started and signalled that the ground war could not be far away; however we would have to wait a further four weeks to play our role.  The Battery was placed OPCON to 12 Regiment RA when they moved up to Area Keyes.

As you will be aware the ground war started on 24 February 1991.  To cross the breach we had to split into wheeled and tracked packets; the troop Ferrets (scout cars) had to move to the Battery echelon to move across the breach then regroup into troops on the other side, with A and C Troops on each flank of the BSG.

When A Troop's Ferret married up with its Troop it was to hear that the Troop had sustained three casualties.  On 25 February the Troop had been in a former Iraqi position that had been subject to a lot of coalition artillery fire including the Multi Launch Rocket System with its bomblet rounds.  The crew of Call Sign 11A dismounted from their vehicle but unfortunately, as the crew moved around the vehicle, one bomblet exploded, showering Bdr Kirsten and Gnrs Austin and Saunders with shrapnel, requiring their immediate med evac. However, this was not the end of Bdr Kirsten's bad luck as the ambulance that he was travelling in drove into another area littered with bomblets where one exploded, removing both front wheels.  Needless to say Bdr Kirsten did not keep to the golden hour rule.  With the loss of a complete crew the Troop had to quickly reshuffle - and of course the advance was still moving at speed.

B Troop were deployed with Brigade Main HQ when an enemy counter-attack was thought to be heading for them.  As there was no ground defence, various call signs from B Troop were deployed in the anti-armour role armed with 66mm rocket launchers; however, the attack never materialised.

A Troop continued on its task with the BSG, moving through Southern Iraq and on into Kuwait, following the rest of the Brigade.  In the late morning of 27 February the Brigade was stopped, A Troop being in a large Wadi, still on the right flank of the BSG.  While carrying out replenishment, four explosions were heard in the Troop area.  A little confusion set in at first as the Troop had been watching tanks to the right approximately 3 kms away firing to their front; now the same tanks were firing on the Troop.  The Troop Commander, Lt Moore, decided to withdraw to a slight rise behind the Troop, but as the Troop mounted the vehicles the tanks hit Bdr York's and LBdr Hawkes' CVRTs, setting them on fire.  Bdr York’s was the worst with him and his driver still in the vehicle; LCpl Reid from the Troop LAD Section, without thought for his own safety, jumped onto the vehicle and managed to get Bdr York out of the turret while Gnr Davis, the driver, managed to get himself out.  The Troop rallied round and helped the other crew members on to vehicles before moving to the rise the Troop Commander had pointed out.  After receiving immediate first aid for bad burns, both Bdr York and Gnr Davis were casevaced by helicopter.  For his part in this action LCpl Reid was awarded the Military Medal. During the action the Troop Commander gave the order for detachments to use the Javelin against the tanks, but Bdr Ross’s detachment reported that he could not fire because the tanks were Challenger tanks that were engaging them.  After things had quietened down it became apparent that Challengers from 14/20th Hussars of 4th Armoured Brigade had mistaken the BSG for Iraqi forces and engaged them.  12 rounds were fired with four direct hits; both vehicles were totally destroyed and after another reorganisation, A Troops continued on its task with the BSG.
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As the ground war moved through Iraq and Kuwait vast numbers of POW’s were taken.  B Troop working with the lead elements did find themselves at one point assisting in clearing enemy bunker complexes with the lead elements of 7 Armd Bde.  On 28 February the troops were deployed on their various tasks in Kuwait when the order was received to stop and hold on current locations.  All three Troops reverted to providing close air defence cover to the static locations east and west of the Bazra road while details of the ceasefire were finalised.  The battery remained in location in Kuwait for 14 days, during which 7 Armd Bde were visited by the then new Prime Minister, Mr John Major,
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and other various dignitaries.  On 13 March the first vehicles started their journey back to Saudi Arabia and on reaching Al Jubail the Battery prepared the vehicles for the sea voyage back to Germany.  Following a couple of days in Camp 4 to wash up and a quick trip to the gold markets the Battery left the Gulf on 18-20 March 1991, flying out of Dharain back to a wet Hanover airport.

Within days of returning to Hohne camp with the rest of the Regiment the Battery took six weeks leave.  All the causalities from A Troop recovered and rejoined the Battery after their injuries had healed.

BC 10 Battery

The Battery Commander concluded the presentation by explaining that today 10 (Assaye) Battery is part of 47 Regiment Royal Artillery stationed at Baker Barracks, Thorney Island as the Close Air Defence Battery supporting 1st Mechanised Brigade in the 3rd (UK) Division.  The Battery is equipped with the Short High Velocity Missile system mounted in the CVR(T) Stormer (a stretched Spartan) and Landrovers.

As well as the Gulf in 1990-91, the Battery had been on operational tours in:

Northern Ireland (six tours: 1973, 1976, 1979, 1994, 1997 and 2002)

Cyprus (one tour: 1998)

The Foot and Mouth crisis (2001)

Firefighting (2001, 2003)

The Chairman thanked the Battery Commander for an excellent lecture and invited members to ask questions.

QUESTIONS

Mr L W Smith:     How effective was the Javelin against tanks.

BC 10 Bty:     The original Javelin warhead was fragmentation and probably not at all effective.  Later warheads were hitiles and would have been more effective.  The HVM warheads are hitiles.

Lt Col Townend:     The link between the present 10 Battery and 15 and 113 Batteries was that 10 was the new number given to 15 Battery in the 1947 renumbering.  113 Battery was one of the fifty-six new field batteries raised during and after the Boer War and absorbed by older batteries after the Great War in 1922.  Although they only had a short life, many of them were in the original regular divisions of the British Expeditionary Force and had an active and distinguished war service.  113 Battery was absorbed by 15 Battery in 1922 and can proudly claim 113 Battery’s service as part of their heritage.

The Chairman thanked the Battery Commander of 10 Battery and his team for an excellent presentation.  He emphasised the importance of the Battery History presentations and while he acknowledged that they were time consuming, especially during a very busy programme, they did encourage batteries to get their histories in order and even encourage members to carry out research, as well as producing a coherent narrative that was useful for briefings.

He closed the Meeting at 12.43 pm.

Afternote by Major Denis Rollo:

In 1939 15 Bty was in the UK as 15 ATk Bty of 26 ATk Regt (15, 40, 48 and 71 Btys).  The Regiment went to Malta in 1939 because it was realised that there was no provision for what was called "moveable armament" for the landward protection of the coast artillery forts.  By 1940 there were several regiments in this role all over the British overseas possessions with the title Mobile Coast Defence Regiments.  


All except 26 Regt were new units and took on the new title with new regimental and battery numbers.  26 Regt was forced to accept it in spite of the protests of the CO.  Later in 1940 the title was changed to Mobile Coast Regiment, dropping the Defence part.  26 Regt still had its old number, as did the batteries.  On 2 February 1941 the War Office decided to call these regiments Defence Regiments and the War Office insisted on the defence regiment and battery numbers being used.  The CO protested again but to no avail; the Regiment lost its number and became 17 Def Regt and 15 Def Bty became 969 Def Bty.  However, the CO kept up his protests and it was eventually agreed that 26 Regt could keep its old regimental and battery numbers.  The Battery became 15 Def Bty once more and the Regiment became 26 Def Regt.  On 21 August 1941 the requirement for defence batteries in Malta was reduced and 15 and 40 Def Btys were amalgamated to form 15/40 Def Bty.  On 20 October 1943 it was decided that the Regiment was no longer needed in Malta and was to convert to a medium regiment for service elsewhere.  By then the Regiment had two batteries (both linked) that matched the medium regiment establishment, so the Battery became 15/40 Med Bty until the War Office observed out that there already was a 15 Med Bty, which could cause complications. The 15 was therefore taken out of the title although the Battery was still the linked 15 and 40 Batteries and remained so for the rest of the war.


After converting to a medium battery it went to Syria and in May 1944 to Italy.  When the new numbering was introduced on 1 April 1947 the linkage was broken and 15 and 40 became single batteries again, 15 as 10 (Assaye) Battery, and 40, after a period in suspended animation, as 96 AB Lt Bty, now suspended again.








