
  

 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Captain Mark Beaman and Colour Serjeant Jason Marriot 

Team British Army – Trans Rockies 02 

 

67 two-man teams formed 
up on the start line in 
Fernie, British Columbia 
amidst an atmosphere of 
nervous anticipation of 
what lay ahead en route to 
the finish line in Canmore 
7 days later.   CSjt Marriot 

The inaugural Trans Rockies Challenge took place last year 
between August 11th – 17th.  600km, 12000m of climbing over 7 
days with the vast majority of the route being off road through some 
of the most spectacular scenery in North America; the event was set 
to live up to its title.   

and Captain Beaman formed Team British Army and were amongst 
5 other teams that had travelled across from the United Kingdom to 
take part.  Other teams had come from all over the world and 
included Olympians and other prominent figures from the world of 
mountainbiking. 

 

Each days racing commenced 
with a massed start at 0800, 
following a sumptuous 
breakfast of cream cheese, 
bagels and fruit in the mess 
tent.  As the days went by the 
cumulative fatigue started to 
take its toll with legs taking 
longer each day to get 
warmed up.  The longest days 
race was 118km preceded by 
an “easy” 60km day on which 
the weather broke resulting in 
many teams dropping out and 
several riders suffering with 
exposure.  Ward Cameron, 

equipped with intimate knowledge 
of the Rockies, had designed the 
course and he and his motorbike 
team would spend the previous day 
marking all the junctions with 
yellow tape.  At times it was hard to 
spot these markers whilst hurtling  
 

On crossing the line each day 
riders handed their bikes to The 
Bike Shop who provided 
tireless support to the race and 
worked through the night to 
repair the damage caused 
during the day.  Whilst the 
bikes   bikes received some TLC the 

riders returned to the newly 
erected mess tent for the 
nightly pasta party and 
awards ceremony for the 
days racing. It was then time 
to head back to the tent to try 
end get some well earned   
rest and recover for the following days onslaught. 

Team British Army 
crossed the finish line on 
the final day in Canmore 
in 19th place out of the 33 
male teams that set out 
from Fernie.  The Army 
team also managed to 
beat the other British 
teams, their closest rivals   

 
past them at 40+ mph. Each day presented the teams with a number 
of challenges such as blistering sunshine, knee deep mud, snow,  

punctures, worn brake pads, numb fingers to the point of 
inoperability and bears (all on the same day on one occasion!)   

finishing in 20th place and 38 minutes behind them.  The 
culmination of the race in downtown Canmore provided some 
intriguing entertainment for the population, most of who lined 
the streets and cheered our arrival.   

 

Whilst on the 
start line in 
Fernie on day 
one CSjt 
Marriot 
turned to Capt 
Beaman and 
said “It would 
be nice to win 
a stage.”   

They didn’t come close – maybe next year. 
 

All Photos courtesy of Tara Meinhardt – tarameinhardt@canada.com 


