THE JOURNEY TO AFGHANISTAN
Lance Corporal Dave Pugh:  To get to Afghanistan we went from camp: a few parades in camp, kit checks, and then we went onto South Cerney, that’s where your bags get taken off you which can be quite a lengthy process, and then from there you move onto Brize Norton.
Lieutenant Alec Hammond:  It seems like a normal airport procedure really, it’s quite a normal way of getting there, check in, check your baggage in, then you get on a coach and go to the airhead.

Lance Corporal Dave Pugh:  And then get on the Tristar, fly out.

Private Shaun Teale:  You fly 7 hours to Kandahar, you get 3 meals on the flights – it’s not too bad.

Lieutenant Alec Hammond:  It wasn’t as busy on the flight as a civilian flight would be so there was quite a lot of room to spread out, everyone had quite a bit of kit on there anyway – body armour, helmets, etc, for later on in the flights.

Corporal Paul Whiting:  Most people have flown before, but you’re sat on the plane, you start contemplating what might, or what could, happen – you’re very, very nervous.

Lieutenant Alec Hammond:  We landed in Kandahar and then took, I think it was about an hour, hour and a half, before getting on a Hercules C130 to Bastion which kind of really brought it home I think to the lads – especially the younger lads – really brought it home to them that we were in Afghanistan. 
Lance Corporal Dave Pugh:  When we landed it were dark, but even through the night and the day you still, once you enter Afghan airspace, you have to put on body armour and helmets for small arms attacks and sometimes they can drop the plane and do a tactical landing, which is quite daunting for the first time if you’re not expecting it, it’s pitch black.
Lieutenant Alec Hammond:  Landing into Bastion in the dark, which is really disorientating initially when you get into Bastion because you don’t know how big the place actually is.  That was how we finally arrived in Bastion.
