FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF AFGHANISTAN AND THE LOCALS
Corporal Paul Whiting:  The first impression of Afghanistan was the type of living, completely different – a shock really, how someone actually lives how they do, but then again it was probably a good feeling knowing that you have what you have, start thinking you take things for granted sort of thing.
Lieutenant Alec Hammond:  In general the Afghan people were really happy to see us, or on the face of it they came across as being happy to have us there.  It was important not to give them empty promises and just to be nice to them, to be civil to them is the most important thing, and they’ll be civil to you and the more of a relationship you build up with them, the more they’ll give you in terms of intelligence or the more they’ll give you in terms of looking after you in their area.
Private Shaun Teale:  We worked with all of the village elders, we have sharas every Monday we had.  That’s where they come and they tell us what they want and what they want from us.

Corporal Paul Whiting:  The only time we had anything to do with the local people was if they had a casualty or just walking down the local bazaar every so often.  The initial thought of the locals is quite good, they are quite pro-ISAF themselves, some are a bit more warier, but they do, more than not, like yourselves, so they do come up to you, ask for sweets, things like that – it’s quite good.

Lieutenant Alec Hammond:  As soon as you get off the plane in Kandahar and in Bastion, the heat hits you straight away.  It’s a really dry heat, it’s not wet, I don’t know – it’s really difficult to describe it.  I suppose the clichéd way of describing it is like saying it’s stepping into an oven, but it really is a dry heat and it just hits you.  And there’s a smell as well – you can’t describe the smell either – but there’s a smell of Afghanistan that will be with you the entire time you’re there that hits you as soon as you get off the plane.
