FACILITIES
Lance Corporal David Pugh:  When we went out on operations, it was quite steady for the unit I was with because we were Air Assault so we were living in Kandahar so we had quite good facilities, decent washrooms, decent laundry facilities, Burger King, Pizza Hut, Subway, so we had it quite – really well, actually.
Lieutenant Alec Hammond:  The living conditions completely vary from being in an Afghan compound, sleeping on a mud floor to the living conditions at Kandahar where the guys are based in their tents, they’ve got air conditioning, they’ve got access to all the amenities there that they need.  At the sharper end of things where if there’s ground that’s just been taken, or if it’s a new compound, a new facility, obviously the living conditions will be slightly lower.  There won’t be access to the Internet, there’s not access to so many ablution facilities or to fresh food – you’ll be living off rations and possibly sleeping on the floor for a while, just in your doss bags and on your roll mats which, 90% of the time, are carried with us anyway.
We were sleeping on cot beds in the compounds and washing varied in between each compound; sometimes there was a stream running through the compound, we would wash in that, sometimes the stream’s outside the compound so we’d have to push out in a group just so we could defend ourselves as well, but also use that to wash in.  There’s also the availability of shower bags and things to run in from the local streams.

The toilets where I was based were very close, they were inside the compound we were in.  They’re built out of HESCO, the Engineers had done quite a good job in trying to seal it off for both the male and female soldiers who were with us, so there was that privacy there.  Unfortunately it was not the most luxurious toilets – they were what we call ‘wag bags’ so they’re essentially foil bags with a bin liner attached which go into a toilet seat.
