BLUE EAGLES LYNX AND APACHE DISPLAY
Captain Matt Helsby:  There is much controversy about the number of helicopters on operations in Afghanistan.  The numbers may be in dispute, but the quality and operational effectiveness of the aircraft is in no doubt.  The Army’s Helicopter Display Team, the Blue Eagles, have a unique job demonstrating the capability of the helicopters used in Afghanistan against the Taliban to hundreds of thousands of aviation enthusiasts: spinning, flipping, somersaulting and flying upside down – the Blue Eagles Helicopter Display Team uses some of the Army’s most advanced technology at the very limits of its capability to put together a truly stunning display.
WO2 Mark Howard:  The Blue Eagles originally started 41 years ago and it was guys in their spare time, instructors here in Middle Wallop who started it, and like everybody else when you go through training, you see them and aspire to join them.

We’ve got a full time job here as instructors.  We do the training for this first thing in the morning before everybody has breakfast and then in the evening when they all go for tea, we stay and do it and at the weekends we display.

WO2 Clive Richardson:  These helicopters at the moment are at the School of Army Aviation in Middle Wallop where we train people to fly the Apache helicopter.  The ones that are used in Afghanistan are the same ones that would be used in the Blue Eagles.  They’re not particularly dangerous to fly, however they are very difficult to fly because the aircraft weighs approximately 10 tons.

Captain Matt Helsby:  Performing at air shows across the country throughout the summer, the Blue Eagles allow the public to see the skill required to become an Army Air Corps Pilot.  After the air display the pilots, in their distinctive blue flying suits, get the opportunity to meet the public and talk to them about the aircraft and what it’s like to fly them.

The team are flying the Lynx helicopter, capable of fulfilling several roles from troop carrying and reconnaissance, to tank hunting and the awesome Apache helicopter – quite simply the best attack helicopter in the world.  Both these helicopters are being used in Helmand Province in support of troops against the Taliban.
Captain Chloe Madden:  Well the Blue Eagles really is an excellent showcase of the Army Air Corps’ capability, it’s a good way of getting us out into the public domain.  It’s obviously also a great platform for showing off what the helicopters can do and what the pilots can do.

This is Captain Matt Helsby, Army News Team, Middle Wallop.
