APACHE HELICOPTERS GET £439M BOOST
Colonel David Turner:  By partnering with AgustaWestland, we are taking out an insurance policy; we are contracting for ‘availability of capability’, not just contracting for an aircraft with a bucket of spares.  So I can now relax knowing that AgustaWestland are going to provide me with the aircraft I need, when I need them, with sufficient hours that will support our training and operational activity.
Quentin Davies:  Two important objectives we have from this contract: first of all to increase the availability of our Apache Force, that’s to say to be able to deploy more Apache in theatre, that’s the heart of it; and secondly to save public money, we’ll be saving about £50M over 5 years in relation to our present way of doing things.

Colonel David Turner:  The Servicemen and women prefer to work with frontline squadrons; it’s all part of the team-building and the bonding.  I need technicians to be part of that frontline group and if they’re being distracted by what is really a factory role, then they should be removed and they’re quite happy to go forward.
We will have people checking the activity that AgustaWestland carry out, we will be inspecting the work when that work is complete, and it will be up to standard – I know it will – I have every confidence that Westland will do a very good job, and they’ll do a job more efficiently than we can in the military.  We’re distracted by too many other things: we’re distracted because we have to train for military operations.  AgustaWestland can concentrate on the factory activity and get it right.

Quentin Davies:  The Apache’s the most wonderful, wonderful machine, no question about it, and I can’t tell you the descriptions that I’ve had from Infantry, of Paratroopers and Marines and RAF Regiment of course included, in that, when they hear the Apache in the sky or they see the Apache coming when they’re engaged in a fire-fight: it’s absolutely wonderful and the Apache saves the lives of British troops in theatre pretty much every day.
