Pre-Announcement of Amendments to the May 2011 ‘Monthly Statistics of Building Materials and Components’ Publication.
Standard Industrial Classification Changes:

The Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) “provides a framework for the collection, tabulation, presentation and analysis of data and its use promotes uniformity”.  Revisions are necessary over a period of time, new products and new industries to produce them emerge, and shifts of emphasis occur in existing industries.  The latest revision occurred recently changing from SIC 2003 to SIC 2007.  More information can be found on the ONS website:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=14012
Table 2 and 3:  Price Indices of Construction Materials

Due to the change from SIC03 to SIC07 (which affects data from October 2010 onwards) the composition of our previously published aggregates and imported wood indices has been altered and so we are unable to produce a consistent series going forward. 

We took the decision to create new price indices series for ‘Crushed Rock’, ‘Sand & Gravel’, ‘Imported Sawn & Planed Wood’ and ‘Imported Plywood’ for the May 2011 Publication and are hoping to publish a new ‘Coated Roadstone’ series in the June 2011 Publication.  We have obtained back data for 2009 and 2010 to enable comparisons with the previous indices.

In order to make space for these series we will remove (in the May 2011 Publication) the following series from Table 2 as they have been disclosive for over a year:  

‘Plasterboard etc’
‘Other Builders Ironmongery’
‘Metal Sanitaryware’
‘Electric heating apparatus’
We will also remove ‘Worked Monumental or Building Stone’ from Table 3.

Table 14:  Value of Overseas Trade in Selected Materials and Components for Constructional Use: Imports (cif) & Exports (fob)
Due to changes to the European Commission product classifications, a number of categories of materials have been combined as the individual products are no longer collected separately and one series is no longer able to be collected.
‘Slate Roofing Tiles’ and ‘Other Slate Products’ have been combined into ‘Slate Products’.

‘Concrete Roofing Tiles’ and ‘Other Concrete Tiles & Pavings’ have been combined into ‘Concrete Tiles and Pavings’.

‘Bituminous Roofing Felt’ and ‘Other Asphalt products’ have been combined into ‘Asphalt Products’.

‘Zinc Pipes & Fittings’ and ‘Other Zinc Building Products’ have been combined into ‘Zinc Building Products’.

Imports and Exports for ‘Lead Pipes & Fittings’ are no longer collected so we are unable to publish any more data for 2011.

Sampling Panel Changes:

Since the recent Review of the Monthly Statistics of Building Materials and Components the BIS Construction Market Intelligence team, alongside the ONS Business Data Division team and Trade Associations, have been working to improve the sampling panels for our surveys.  Through this we have identified new sites to add to some of our surveys.  While this makes our statistics more accurate, it does mean that some discontinuities occur. 
Table 7:  Slate:  Production, Deliveries and Stocks

We have taken the decision to remove a number of non-pure slate sites and to include some new pure slate sites into our quarterly slate survey from Q1 2011 onwards.  In line with the National Statistics Code of Practice we have revised the data as far back as possible for Q2, Q3 and Q4 2010 to bring these results in line with the new panel.

Table 9 and 10: Bricks – Production, Deliveries and Stocks
We have identified a number of new sites and have added them to our Monthly Brick survey from February 2011 onwards.  This does mean that there is a slight discontinuity from January 2011 to February 2011.  If we obtain historical data for the new sites, we will revise the 2010 figures, to produce a consistent back series.
We are hoping to further improve the accuracy of our survey by adding more sites to our survey in the June 2011 Publication.

Table 13:  Other Building Materials
We have identified a number of new sites and have added them to our Concrete Roofing Tiles survey from Q1 2011 onwards.  This means that there will be a slight discontinuity from Q4 2010 to Q1 2011.
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